[ Downloaded from www.jdisabilstud.org on 2025-07-14 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.23222840.1396.7.0.26.4 |

MEJDS. 2017; 7.

Published online 2017 Dec. Research Article

A Comparative Study of Theory of Mind and Body Image between People
with Motor Disabilities and Normal people

*Leyla Sofyani', Hasan Bafandeh Ghramaleki? Mansoor Ezati®

Author Address

1. Master of General Psychology, Tabriz Islamic Azad University, Faculty of Humanities, Department of Psychology, Tabriz, Iran;
2. PhD in Neuroscience (Brain and Cognition), Member of the faculty of Psychology, University of Shahid Madani, Tabriz, Iran;
3. Master of General Psychology, Tabriz Islamic Azad University, Faculty of Humanities, Department of Psychology, Tabriz, Iran.
*Corresponding Author Address: Salmas, 22th Bahman Avenue, Salmas Welfare Office.

*E-mail: leyla.sofyani@gmail.com

Received: 2016 April 5; Accepted: 2016 August 4

Abstract

Objective: Theory of Mind (ToM) is the ability to attribute mental states beliefs, intents, desires, pretending, knowledge, etc. to oneself and
others and to understand that others have beliefs, desires, intentions, and perspectives that are different from one's own. This study aimed to
compare theory of mind and body image between normal individuals and people with physical disabilities.

Methods: This study was a causal-comparative one. The population of the study consisted of all people with physical disabilities in Salmas-Iran.
The size of the sample was calculated to be 44 in accordance with Morgan table. A total of 44 participants with physical disabilities as well as
44 normal individuals were recruited. Each of

Participants completed Baron-Cohen neuropsychological test of mind reading from the eye as well as Body Image Concern Inventory (BICI)
developed by Littleton. The participants in both groups were matched in terms of gender. T-test and multivariate analysis of variance
(MANCOVA) were used to analyze the data.

Results: The results showed a significant difference between theory of mind in motor disabled and normal people (P<0.05). In other words,
people with motor disabilities have less healthy theory of mind than normal individuals. The results also showed that people with motor
disabilities had negative body image about their bodies.

Conclusion: It can be concluded that people with physical disabilities often have lower body than normal people. In other words, physical
disability has a negative impact on body image

Keywords: Theory of Mind, body image, Physical-motor disabilities.
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