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Abstract

Background & Objective: In clinical education courses, in interaction with the instructor and the clinical education environment, the students
apply theoretical and practical learned concepts in real-world situations to real patients. Therefore, any weakness in the clinical education process
will lead to weakness and reduce the efficiency of trainees. There seems to be a deep gap in the course of academic education in the field of
orthotic and prosthetic and clinical practice of students. In other words, the existing clinical training does not give the ability for students to
express their clinical skills. Therefore, this study aimed to investigate the perspectives and recognition of the experiences of students in the field
of orthotic and prosthetic from the internship period.

Methods: This qualitative research conducted with a contractual content analysis approach on last year students in the field of orthotic and
prosthetic of Iran University of Medical Sciences, Isfahan University of Medical Sciences, Welfare and Rehabilitation Sciences, and Red
Crescent Institute of Higher Education in Iran. Sampling targeted with the highest diversity. Interviews were used as a group discussion to collect
information. The process of collecting data continued to the saturation point. Shiyan and Shannon's theory was used to carry out the data analysis
process. Accuracy, integrity, and precision of the research based on the criteria put forward by Guba & Lincoln (1985).

Results: After analyzing the data and categorizing the codes, the following themes emerged: a. “the existence of a curriculum”, b. “teaching and
assessment methods”, c. “individual characteristics”, d. “students' communication methods in the clinical environment”, e. “space and
educational facilities”, f. “organizational policies”, h. “educational approaches and procedures”. These themes had 19 subtitles. Participants in
this study emphasized the following points as obstacles to effective education: the high number of internship groups, the number and variety of
patients referred, lack of attention of the training group to the courses, lack of attention to the educational curriculum, the experience of the
professors, lack of use of modern equipment in the construction of tools, Short duration of courses, No use of hospital centers for internship
courses, Absence of a comprehensive guide to the construction of orthoses and prostheses, lack of morning browsing sessions, lack of
independence of trainees in the manufacture of orthoses and prostheses and the provision of services, not clear the position and duties of trainees,
clinical evaluation framework is not clear, lack or low quality of exams before and after the end of internship, anxiety and lack of interest of
students in the field, privatization of orthotic and prosthetic centers, and lack of clinical education space.

Conclusion: Based on the results of the study, it seems that human characteristics are of particular importance in clinical education. Although
intervention in human areas is not in the capacity of educational groups, their recognition can lead to the improvement of apprenticeships.
Providing adequate patient diversity in clinical education sites, increasing the number of practical and clinical courses, greater and more practical
emphasis on better implementation of clinical education headlines and balancing of clinical groups’ size may be helpful to enhance the clinical
experience richness for students. Moreover, it is necessary to review the management and evaluation of clinical education through appropriate
evaluation criteria to improve the clinical education status.
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